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entire. Who would not for one ode 
ot Sippho, tor One cunneii ot Catullus, 
give up all the ped.uitry and dullness 
oi iIhs darling ot the commentators? 
But alas, it it the face of good books, 
as of good men, frequently to die ear- 
ly, and to be soon forgotten. Time, 
that lias destroyed all ttie graces of 
^SenaiKler, has preserved, unhurt, all 
the oUsceiiities and aboininatioits of 
Petvujiius. 

As some of your readers perhaps. 



may thhik that I have asserted rather 
than proved the faults ot Fropertius, 
i will, if you think proper, in future 
communications give some quotations 
from tins poet, and arrange thein under 
the several heads of pedantry, dull- 
ness, obscenity, and turgidity, &c. 
Meantime 1 conclude, wishing no 
other evil to the friends of Properlius 
than that they may have no relish for 
the beauties of 1 ibuUus. 



FOREIGN LITERATURE. 



MR. fR- HEGI, is engraving and 
pubrshing, at ZuricI), a Coilec- 
fauti oi Costumes of tiie middle age. 
"J he firs.t exhibits portraits of various 
pt'rsoiis of tlie I'Jlh century ; as H<iger, 
Count of Sicily ; Richard, Coetir de 
Lion; F.lizabeth, Countess of Marche, 
third wife of king John. 

The king of Naples, .Joseph Bona- 
pai'le, haci ordered a monunient to be 
erected to the memory of lasso, op- 
posite to tlie hoiise in which the poet 
was bom. All his manuscripts were 
to be deposited h> that heuse, with a 
copy oi every edition of his works, 
^iB<l the keep ng of tliem was to be 
tnitru^ted lo his nearest descendant. — 
^V hetJitr it has been carried into ex- 
cTHtioii under his succe^sor, we caa- 
iiot s;iv. 

i)esiroB« of prosecuting the re- 
sfarohes at Pompeii witli greater ener- 
gy, he likewise ordered, that all per- 
stms possessing lands around the for- 
meropenings, should relinquisli them to 
j»*)vcrmttenl, wlio would give them in 
txclvange iteiiiesne lands of the ciown. 

1 he celebrated Last Sup|>er of Leo- 
nardo da V inci, at Milan, has suffered 
iW intsch from damp and other ciicum- 
s'auces, that it will soon be totally 
destroyed. Rossi is taking a copy of 
it in oil, of tlie original size, from 
wiilch it is afterwards to be e.\ecuted in 
mosaic. 

Mr. Sickler writes from Rome, tlrat 
beliasob>e,ved in the villa of Cassias, 
a wall of the construction termed Cy- 
clopean, by Mr. Petit Radel, which 
staiKfe upon another of the kind called 
ojtii ntieulalum, by Vetruvijjs. lleirce 



be infers that Mr. Petit Radel is pos- 
sibly mistaken with respect* to the 
antiquity of that kind of masonry. 

The sifbterranean passage, by which 
the emperor went privately from the 
palace of the Caesars, on Mount 
Ca?lius,to the Flavian amphitheatre, 
Iws been lately discovered. Frem 
it have been taken a number of 
architectural fragments, capitals, cor- 
nices, and vases, proofs of the splen- 
dour of its decorations. Some fine 
torses have been found, and a head of 
Mercury, which appears to have be- 
longed to the statue formerly in the 
garden of the pope, and now in the 
Chiaroroontin museum. Several pipes 
and gutters for carrying off water 
were met with, and twenty rooms of 
very small dimensions, and lighted 
only from the top. These are pre- 
sumed to be the fornices nieiitioned 
so frequently by Martial, Seneca, and 
Juvenal. 

Darwin's Zoonomia, which had al- 
ready been translated into German 
and Italian, has lately appeared in 
French. 

I'of. Bredow, of Helmstaedt, is 
busied on a new edition of the Gco- 
graphi Minores. To those included 
m Hudson's collection, which will be 
collated with the best MSS. he meairs 
to add several others, as Dicuilus, 
Nicephorus, Blemnydas, Gemistliius, 
Pletbo, Palladius, &c. It will like- 
wise be accomjxmied with maps, ex- 
hibiting some iileas entertained of the 
globe, from Moses and Hoiner to the 
discovery of America. The prosessor 
requests the learneil, particularly U- 
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ba-ariam, to give him information of 
any unpublislied manuscripts they 
know, of minor Greek or Latin geo- 
graphers. 

Protessor Sue has published at Paris, 
an index to Sonnioi's new edition of 
Butfon, in 124 vols. 8vo. The index 
occupies 3 vols. 

A Mr. BaradeUe has constructed a 
pen, which he terms capillary, ca- 
pable of tracing 144 lines in the apace 
of a French inch. 

A complete edition of the geogra- 
phy of Abulfeda, in Arabic, wiib the 
uioderirGreek version, has lateW been 
published at Vienna, by Demetrius 
Alexaqdrides, a native of Tbessaly. 
'Ihis learned Greek, some years ago, 
translated .Goldsmith's Grecian His- 
tory, for the use of his countrymen; 
a second edition of which work he 
publised in 1807, with an atlditional 
volume, containing an Epitome of the 
Byzantine History, aiul a tract on the 
Arts, Sciences, Religion, Manners, and 
Customs of the Greeks. 

Mr. Kuitlian, of Westphalia, has 
published t.he first part of his " At- 
tempt to sliow, that Piudai's Py- 
thian Odes were originally Plays. '1 o 
this he has added some 'hints on the 
Greek Prosody. 

The " Antiplatonic System of Go- 
vernment," of Mr. Griievall, lately 
jniblished in Prussia, is said to have 
made a great deal of noise. 

Mr. Rabenstein, of the Royal Ca- 
binet of Anticjuities at Dresden, has 
published an imitation of Lipperl's 
Collection of Pastes from Antiuues. 
There are 3149 contained in three 
large folio volumes, tor which he 
charges yO ducats (23/. 6s. 8rf.) He 
lias ^Iso copied Viiconti's collection in 
sulphur, consisting of 1237 casts, the 
price of which is 18 ducats (8/. is.) 
fhey are said to be extremely well 
executed . 

A collection of laws, decrees, and 
official letters, respecting the Protes- 
tants ill France ; their situation in that 
country from the revocation of tiie 
edict of Nantz to the present time, 
the organization of the Lullieriin 
churches, with various local obser- 
vations, and historical facts, has lately 
been published at Paris, under the title 
of Manual portatifdes liejbrmes tt Pro- 
testam de r Empire t'runcais. 



The following curiotis table of th« 
general result!, of trials of the streogiU 
of dijleieiit people, by Ufgciir's <iv- 
nanometer, is e.Mracted from ibe laie 
\ ovage of Discovery to flie 6oulli, 
mentioned in our ia:^l iiumher. 

Slrtngtlof Of a* 

Pltt^. tliehaiJL iisii. 

Ib.sav')ird, IbsAvtunt, 

1 Savages of van Diemen's Land Ills 

2 of New South Walej U4.2 ;)?o.» 

3 InhabitMits of Timor ..... 3i;*.4 iiri'i.^ 

4 Fn^r.chinen 1^9.^ Ai^lJi 

b Engilsluneu 157.5 51^4 » 

This shows in a striking I'fAx the 
inferiority of some savages; but we 
could have wislied to have iiad it 
extended to the nati' es ot the baiid- 
wich Islands, Society iskuids, and nianr 
others. 

Mr. Joachim le Breton, in his hi*;- 
toiy of ,tiie class of fine arts <»t ti>,s 
French Institute for 1807, informs os. 
that the class is diligenlly procfediii<» 
with the Tethiiical Dictionary 01 t:.e 
line Arts. 

Mr. Balthasar Soloyns, vlio has 
spent fifleeii years in liulia, is j>ujt- 
lisliing in ouinijers, a Dcsciipti.ai .>f 
the Hindoos, with their civil ajid ir- 
ligious customs. '1 iie piales « ill jje 
engraved by himself iroin his oaij 
drawings taken from tlie life. 

Dr. Moreau is ptibl'shing a new 
edition of lavatev, which l,e iias e«. 
ileavoured to render more i4sefil bv 
a better arrangeinent, ami a<;ditionJ! 
observations, from tJw sciences <jj" 
physic and physiology, lu these te 
has combined the substance of sma 
remarks as have been mide bv U 
Chaiiibre, Porta, Camper, and olhejs, 
with fads since collected. 

Mr. Castellan, having made a voy- 
age to the Morea, an<l the is'ajidj 
of Zant, Cerigo, and Hydra, is puij, 
lishiiig an account of it, with a inun- 
ber of plates, engraved by himseif 
from his own drawings. 

Don I'Vancis Amoros, ki:owiiig how 
the class interested itself in the in- 
quiry concerning tlie Cyclopean mode 
of buiUliisg, sent ,Mr. le Breton, some 
extracts fioin an unpublished vova-^e 
to the island of Cyprus, made' bv 
order of his catlwlic majesty, «i«'h 
some drawings of ruins of the an- 
cient temple of Venus at Paphcs. — 
"■1 he blocks of these ruins have not 
tiie irregular polygonal figure that 
characterises tljc Cyclopean stiucturt~s, 
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but the parallelosrammical form, that 
t^elongs to the Asiatic system accord- 
ing ta Mr. Petit Kaciel. 

The class of mathematical and phy- 
sical sciencps issubdividfd. I'he history 
of the mathematical and physico-mathe- 
raaticaldiirpiasfor IS07 is given by Mr. 
Delaaibre, who informs us, that, 

Mr. Buikliard; has proposed a new 
construction for the telescope. He 
would use a plane smaii mirror like- 
Kewton's, but placed perpendicularly 
to the axis of the large concave mir- 
ror, and at half its focal distance. 

Mr. Biot asset, s, from his experiments, 
that the aqueous vapour in the atmos- 
phere does not alter its retractive 
})ower so as to have any eti'ect on 
?.stronomical observations. 

Mr. Messier has collected all the 
particulars he could of the violent 
thunder-storm that occurred at J'aris, 
on the 21st of October, 1S07, and 
the extraordinary gale of wind, that 
came on the next day. In his jour- 
jial, which lie has kept for fifty vein's, 
iie finds nothing equal to tiieni : but 
on the .3d. of November foliowing 
tiiere was a storm as violent, during 
\vhichtiie church of Monti\ iijiers was 
itrucii bv lightning. 

.Mr. Bouvard-hiis published correc- 
tions of the tables of .!upiter and f>a- 
turu ; and .Mr. Dclambre has calcu- 
lated afresh his tabu-s of eclipses of 
Jupiter's SatelUies, which will soon be 
published. 

The second volume of tlie " I>ase 
of the Decimal fiystem of Mcaiurcs," 
has been published ; and the third 
which is ihe last, is in the press. 

Mr. Bertlioud, a few days before 
his death, winch happened in .-Xugust, 
published a supplement to his trea- 
tise ou timekeepers, with an ac(onnt 
of ids labours from the year MWi. 

Mr. Bctaacourt presented to the 
class a model of a lock for caua's on 
the same principle a<i one invented 
by Mr Huddie.-.ton, of Sh.iftsbiirv, in 
liorsetshire, and described in Nichol- 
son's Journal for April, 1603. We 
are not told, whether Mr. Betancourt 
claims the ittveution or net, but no 
mention is made of Mr. Huddiesione, 
tiiough Nicholson's Journal is certain- 
ly not unknow.i to our neighbours 
«i lie coulii-.eat, as articles from it 



are frequently translated, and inserted 
in their pcriothcal works. Mr. B. 
however had added a inatheinatic .1 
discussion of the principles on whi,h 
it ought to be constructed, So as to 
be worked with the least power. 

Mr. Maien, of the engineers, has 
deduced the various circumstances of 
the propagation of light, and solved 
the fundamental problems of opiics, 
from a uniform and general analysis. 
His theory is said to be entirely new. 

'J he fourth part of Von Humboldt 
and Bonpland's Travels will contain 
in two 4to. .vols, the astronomical 
observations, tripronometrical operations, 
and barometrical measures. Mr. von 
H. has thought it would be most 
satiifaciory, to give the whole of the 
original (.bscrvatioiis themselves, that 
it niay be seen what degree of con- 
fidence the results deduc':d from them 
deserve. The calculations have been 
made by Mr. Jabho'Oltmanns from 
the best tables, 'i'he magnetical ob- 
servations, with an exatninatton of 
them, and ot those of Cook, Van- 
couver, and other able astronomers, 
by Biot, will occupy the 5?d vol. 
As such a number of figures must be 
a long while printing, the latitudes 
and longitudes of various places, de- 
duced from astronomical obsei-vations 
have been published in a separate 
tract in Latin. 

Mr. Thiebaut de-Berncaud, member 
of ihe Italian Academy and several 
other learned societies, has published 
an account of the island of Elba, and 
other islands in the Tyrrhenian sea, 
ill I vol. Svo. with a map. 

(Jordon's History of Ireland has 
l;een translated into French. 

Mr. Koehler lias ptdjlished at Peters- 
burgh a disserlaiion on the monument 
of Queen Comu-;u\ e, wife of Parisades, 
which is to he fi/llowed by an account 
of several very ancient "and curious 
monuments discovered in tjcythia 
Minor, the Taiirica Chersonesus, and 
Asiatic Sarmatia. 

Professor Gail, of Paris, has published 
an essay on the Effect, Sense, and 
Power of Greek, Latin, and French 
terminations: also the idiomatic ex- 
jiressions of the Greek Language, with 
observations addressed to Mr. Herman. 

Mr. J. 13. B. Roquefort's GLossaht 
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de la Langae Romaine, compiled from 
the manuscripts of the imperial library, 
and containing the etymology and 
significatioi) of words used from the 
lull to the I6th centuries, with a 
discourse on the origin, progress, and 
changes of the French tongue, in 2 
vols. 8vo. is a valuable addition to 
the science of pliilology. 

The Abbe Sicard, the able pupil 
and successor of the abbe I'Epee, has 
published in two thick vols, large 8vo. 
his theory of signs ibr the instruction 
of the deaf and dumb. 

On *he 22d. of August last Mr. 
Andreoli apd Mr. Brioschi went up 
with a baloon at Padua. When they 
had ascended about 3* miles, Mr. B. 
began to feel an extraordinary palpi- 
tation of the heart, without any pain- 
ful sensation in breathing. When 4J 
miles high, he was overpowered with 
a pleasing sleep, that soon became 
a real lethargy. I'he balloon continued 
ascending, and when it was near 6 
miles high, Mr. A. perceived himself 
swollen all over, and could not move 
his left hand. At the height of a- 
bout 6J miles, the balloon burst with 
a loud explosion, began to descend 
rapidly with much noise, and Mr. fl. 
awoke. *It fell about 12 miles from 
Padua, without any injury being re- 
ceived by the aerial travellers. 

'Ihe trench minister of the home 
department having sent to the Institute 
some pyroligneous acid, prepared by 
Mr. Mol^rat, for its examination, 
Messrs. Fourcrov, BertiioUet and Vau- 
quelin, have mad!e the following report, 
in answer to the questions accompa- 
nying it. The acetic acid obtained 
from wood is the same as that which 
constitutes the base of common vine- 
gar, but it is more, pungent, because 
it is not deadened by the admixture 
of foreign matter: it contains nothing 
but what is perfectly wholesome, if 
prepared with due care ; aud_ conse- 
quently there is no reason wliy it might 
not be sold by the name of vinegar, 
and used for the same purposes. 

Mr.C. A.T.Goede, in his "Eng- 
land, Wales, Ireland and Scotland," 
in 5 vols. 8vo. of which a second edi- 
tion was published in 1806, at Dresden, 
is said to have supplanted the classical 
work of Archenholz. A French re- 
viewer ascribes to him only one fault, 

BELFAST MAG, NO, XII. 



that of being too partial to the Eng- 
lish. He visited the united kingdom, 
in 1802 and 1803. 

Mr. T. E. Mionnethas published a 
third volume of his Descriptions of 
ancient Greek and Roman Medals, 
with their degree of rarity ^nd value, 
intended as a catalogue to a series of 
upwards of twenty thouband sulphur 
casts from the original. 

In an academical thesis at Gottin- 
gen, entitled a si5ecimen of an edition 
of the Symposium of Plato, Dr. Fred. 
Thiersch claims for Alcaus, a poem 
usually ascribed to Theocritus. It is 
the twenty-nintli in Valchenaer's edi- 
tion, and occurs in VVarton's at vol. i. 
p. 123. 

Mr. Viel, of Louisiana, formerly 
head of the academy at Juilly, left 
behind him a translation of lelema- 
chus into Latin hexameterSi which 
some of his pupils have united to 
publish. 

The scheme of bishop Wiikins has 
been pursued with some success at 
Vienna. A watchmaker, of the name of 
Degen, is reported to have ascended 
above the trees in the Prater, with 
artificial wings, taken his flight in vari- 
ous direcfions, and alighted on the 
ground with the ease of u bird. 

Mr. Zurla, a beiiedictine of Venice, 
has publisiied a Dissertation on the Voy- 
ages of Discovery to the north, by 
Nicholas Zeuo, and his brother Antony. 
The brothers sailed from Venice in 
1381; landed in Frieslaud, an island 
on the soutii of Iceland; governed by 
a prince called Zichmi; and visited 
Esland, Engroveland, listotiland and 
icaria. The latter we believe is the 
name they gave to the north cast coast 
of America, along which they appear 
to have saded. 

Macbeth and Hamlet were drawing 
crowded houses continually in Paris, 
last winter, while our English audi- 
ences appear to have lost all relish for 
tragedy. 

Messrs. Thenard and Gay-Lussac, 
have decomposed the boratic acid by- 
means of th« basis of alkalies. Its 
base is a greenish brown substance, 
ftsed, insoUible in water, insipid, does 
nbt change vegetable blues, burns 
spontaneously in oxygen gas, or at 
mosf>heric- air, and is converted first 
into a black oj(i4e, and ulUui»iely iaie 
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boracieacid. Tbey gave it tbeBarae 
<A bore. 

At the Boyal Academy of Sciences 
at fterliii, August the 6tli, 1807, Mr. 
£u^ read a paper on tiie resistance 
of the siir ;' Nf Ft Klein, one on tlie ad- 
vantages ahct (flsadvaotages of national 
prejudices ; and Mr. Von Hunvboldt a 
fraginent'oo the neat eataracts of the 
river Orbhokq. fbe two prize subjebts 
tor ISJO, are: 

"lo explain with more precision 
fhan has bitlierto been done the object 
of the council of the Ainphictyons, the 
extenf of its lowers and means, and 
it's infiaence on the politics of Oteece." 

" A complete theory of the hydraulic 
ram, having regard to (he aJliesion of 
water." A description of this machine 
i^ given in honniui's Journal for Feb. 
IW&'v anflafso in Nicholson's Jovi^iial, 
vol. xiv. p. dS, with reinarks by tlie 
learned Witoi. 

1 ne prize for each iff 5(5 due. (331. 
6s: Sd.) aiid the papers must arrive be- 
fore tht' 1st pf May. 

The Voyal Academy of Sciences at 
Copeuhag'eB, tias proposed tlie four 
following priie siibjects for tlie present 
year. 

"To explain *}te construction and 
tlieoi'y of a hydrauFic *ube, by which 
ol'jects at the botiora of the sea may 
be perceived distinctly." 

"What kjidwledge of the state of 
the atmosphere ia its most efevated 
regions,, has been, or may be gained 
by aerostatic voyages?" 

".A cbiBpanson of tWe best and 
latest accounts yre have of the religious 
Hotibns of dittereni Indian or Taitariart 
nations;' and' th^ir Opinions respecting 
the ongin and most ancient state of the 
gods ami ^<jf the world, with the .ideas 
eiiieriained' by oiir anctstors "oii the 
samesubjevts, 

"Has tie jtclective philosophy no 
longe? any tlu'ng that can render it 
justly. CcmaiejvJabk ; and from these 
prehiises iiiniy the pliilosKiphers, wiio 
we>e oHce tlte oaiatMent of the Alex- 
afidrian, or new flafouic school, be 
teVmed eclectics, or rather, as some 
tliink, syncre^ies?" 

'1 he pfize is a gold medal of the 
value of bdduc. (20/. 1?.?. 6A) and the 
papersj Which may be written in Latin, 
ireuch, Eoglisb, German or Daniji^ 



are to be sent before the end of the p»e- 
»ent year, to Prof. Bugee, secretary of 
tlie Academy at Copenhagen. 

'J'he Royal society of sciences at 
Gottmgett, in 1807, awairded a pri^e 
to Mr-iiplidaf of lubingenitfaran aaswer 
to the fi^ikAring tmpottant question: 
" VVhat influence have taxe» on tlie 
morals and industry of a oatiOQ?" 

AISTORT OTTHI MATlUMatlCAL CLAM or 

THI:IMlirit«Tt. 

Continued fmH »ur hit Jfofnior. 

Mk. Poission has investigated the 
theory of sound, and shown, ^af, 
whether direct or reflected, it i^ al- 
ways propagated by spherical undir- 
lations with equal velocity in every 
direction; but thit the vibrations of 
particles sttoite at' the saine instant 
in the stjinoroiui wave are made^ wit& 
tmetjual rapidity, accoiiling to a law 
dependant' oil tM dature of the pri- 
ihury hnpulse ; ^d <iohsequently, lliat 
the "inteiisity of the sound. Which de-" 
pends on the velocity of these vi- 
Dratimis, is hence ftnjnd to be dif* 
ferent in different parts of the sonorous 
wave. He farther observes, that the 
causes assigned by Newton and other 
niathematiciaris, for the observed ve- 
locity of sound being superior to 
that which calculation gives, are iii' 
adequate. M. Laptace ascribes this 
acceleration of sotintl to the change 
of temperature, which the particles of 
air undergo itf their condensation and 
dilatation. 

'j'he history of tfie physical division 
of the cbts IS giv^n by' Mr. Cuvier. 

Two prizes have betir awarded by 
the class at different peri6ds to dis- 
sertatiofis on tlie hyberhation of ani- 
mals. Professor Piranelle of Montpeltier 
•has since sent a valuable papvr on 
the same suipect-; Imt notwithstanding 
these, and tbe researches of Spalian- 
zani, Mangim, and CaHisle, to which 
the class tnihlU' its questions may have 
given occasfon, we aresfHl unacquainted 
with' the Causefs, that dispose certain 
aniiuals to sl^p-fli rough tlie winter, 
and enable tbe™ to endiire' such a 
temporary suspension of their tnnc- 

tioHS. 

Mr. Geffrey St: Hilaire, professor 
at the museum of nsturat History, 
and successor of Mr, Biooffouet in the 



1809.] 



Beview of New Publications. 



59 



Institiite, is engaged in a great work 
on comparative osteology, ilis ob- 
ject is to investigate the analogies be- 
tween the corresponding parts of ani- 
mals with vertebrae. If any thing can 
elucidate the origin of organized bodies, 
it must probably be sought in the 
parts, tiiat are constantly found more 
or less similar in number and situa- 
tion, notwithstanding their dissimili- 
tude in size and use, and irrecon- 
cileableness with any apparent final 
cause. 

Mr. Dumeril has treated very ably 
on tUe mechanism of respiration in 
fishes, in wliich he has pointed out 
some interesting singularities; on the 
organ of taste in fishes, which he sup- 
poses to be the pituitary membrane ; 
aixl on the vital and animal functions 
of certain reptiles. 

Seveial other papers on the class 
amphibia have been read. Mr. Cuvier 
has shown, that there are at least 
twelve very distinct species of cro- 
codiles in the two hemispheres. He 
has likewise examined a few amphibia 



that some naturalists have considered 
as tadpoles, and shown them to be 
aniinais in a perfect state. 

Mr. Dupuytren has demonstrated, 
that the action of the nerves of the 
lungs is indispensible in respiration. 

Mr. Dupetit Tliouars has pursued 
his researches in confirmation of his 
opinion, that the principle of the in- 
crease of the trunks of trees is in the 
buds ; that the annual layers of wood 
are composed of the roots of the buds ; 
and tliat the little medullary thread 
terminating each bud, performs the of- 
fice of a cotyledon. 

The celebrated chemist Grell, has 
been making experiments on one of 
the most important subjects in vege- 
tation, namely, whether plants can ac- 
quire carbon, and whatever is ne- 
cessary to their growth, from pure 
distilled water aloije. 'Ihese, which 
he has communicated to the class, 
appear to favour the aliirmative side 
of the question; but we cannot pro- 
nounce them absolutely decisive. 
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REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 



A Letter addressed to Johtf partmight, 
enq. Chairman of the Committee, at 
the Crown and Anchor, on the subject 
of Parliamentary Rtform; by the 
Earl of Selkirk. London, prinudfor 
Constable and co. Price, U. id. 

THE Earl of Selkirk has a kind 
of family claim to be considered 
eminent in the ranks of patriotism. 
His father was on the popular side, 
and his elder brother, Lord Daer, was 
■yvell known for his zeal in promotiug 
the cause of parliamentary reform, in 
1793, before the unhappy issue of the 
French Revolution operated as a pow- 
erful discouragement to all reform. 
'I'he Earl of Selkirk himself has also 
generally ranked under tlje bankers of 
the liberal side, but at present he ap- 
pears, no doubt with virtuous inten- 
tions, to have arranged himself to a 
certain degree, in the opposite ranks, 
though as far as we are able to judge, 
he is very far from joining heartily, or 
with thorough convictipn in the cause 
cf the Anti-reformers. They, however, 
seem proud of his accession to them, 
and are loud in their prai>es of his let- 



ter. Jn proportion as they are solici- 
tous to avail themselves of the sanction 
of his name, so ought the friends of 
reform to be willing to attend to hinj 
when he assigns the moving causes for 
the chaijge in his political copduct. 

'1 his letter is in answer to one he 
received, inviting hiiii to act as stew- 
ard at the laje meeting of the friends 
to parliamentary reform. He thus 
poujtrays his former seDiiments on this 
subject, and candidly adm i ts ihe changes 
which have since taken place. 

"To parliamentary reform my father 
^nd brother were, as you well know, 
zeakjus friends ; and <»1J my own early 
prepossessions were in favour of such 
a measure. I sjw, with abhorrence, 
the ascendancy whicli unprincipled and 
worthless characters often acquired 
tliroiigh the intluepce of corruption. 
J lainentfd the publip advants^es so 
often sacrilicod to the uiter.est of indi- 
viduals. I was struck with the glaring 
manner in yvhich the practice of our 
C^oustilution appeared to deviate from 
its theory; and 1 flattered myself that if 
the representatiun of the people wers 



